IRWIN STOVROFF

FOUNDER, VETS HELPING HEROES

ore lhan six decades afler
| \ / | surviving a year in a German

prison camp during World War
I, Irwin Stovroff continues to pay it
forward, The former Army Air Forces
lieutencnt, now 88, devotes ot least 30
hours every week to Vels Helping Herces
{veishelpingherces.com), the nonprofit
he established in December 2006 that
redses hunds for cualified tredning
facilities to provide assistonce dogs for
disabled vetlerans returning from Irag
amd Afghonistemn.

These specialty dogs—trained to camry
and retrieve items, open doors and even
sense a seizure before it happens—
give veterans with visugl, physical
and emetional disabilites “mobility,
independence and companicnship.”
When Stovrolf learned that there was no
government funding lor assistance dogs.
he took action.

In just four years, Stovroff has radsed
approximately £2.2 million from all over
the couniry. helping about 50 veterans
(o 530,000 investment by Vels Helping
Herces can cover o liletime's worth of
service dogs for one disabled veteran).

Stovrofl, who also volunteers ime asa
national service officer lor ex-prisoners of
weotr ct the West Palim Beach VA Meadical
Center—and who has been honored
with the Distinguished Flying Cross and
Purple Heart—discusses his cherity ond
his lifelong connection to the militery.

[ Jwith a capital “L,~ I'm & luciy man. I was
Jewnsh, and the [Germans] were gonnd manch
me down the road 10 & concantration camp.
[Mote: Stovroff was shot down during 2 bomber
rrussion, his 351N, i March 1944, It weas all sen
1o g0, And the Russians Eatated me. | came
heeme, weighing 90 pocnds, with my eyes. my
legs, my arms, my brains—and | was able 10 go
to coldege, have a family and make 2 Iving

[ 1in previous wars,] you had to get so many
poinis, and they'd bring you back home and you
ware done. This time, it's 8 voluntesr ary, 50
Lhey can send soldiers back and forth as many
mes as they want. And this 15 winat s causing
the post-lraumatic strass disorder and the brain
damage. There's no end 10 it for them.
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[ 1 Mark is a disabled vet who has seizures.
One day. 1'm sitting there with him and his
assistance dog starts 10 bark. Mark [was going
o] have a seizure. That barking tells him 1

sit down or lay down immediately. The dog
slands next 1o him and waits until he senses
Mark is OK. Then he licks his face, wakes him
up. and the seizure is over. Mark was suicidal
until he got his dog.

[ 1 There are maybe about 6,000 amputees,

and we're talking thousands and thousands of
guys with raumatic brain injury [TBI] and post-
traumatic stress disorder [PTSDI. The biggest
percentage of the dogs in the future will ba for
T8l and PTSD.

[ ] Freedom is not free. For 2ll of us who are
enjoying the freedomn that we have in this
country woday, somebody paid a pice—and it
becomes your obagation 1o halp them for ther
future and their ves.,
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